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Greg Crossman 

President 

Australian Professional Firefighters Foundation (MFS RFFS Transfield) 

Dear Members, families and friends of 

the Foundation, 

Well, 2009 has been a big year for your 

foundation.  The annual charity ball 

was the biggest and best ever with 

over 800 people attending and having 

a great time.  We raised over $40,000 

on the night to once again fund the 

annual Camp Smokey for children who 

have survived burns.  Collectors 

braved the heat in November to go into 

the pubs and clubs of Adelaide and 

major regional centres to collect money 

for the annual Shake The Bootfi.  

There were in excess of 200 collectors 

� Firies, Nurses and friends �  who took 

part in the night all over the state.  It is 

wonderful to see the involvement and 

enthusiasm of our Country Command 

colleagues who get behind the 

foundation.  The collectors raised in 

excess of $48,000 during this year�s 

Shake The Bootfi.  Once again, a big 
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thank you must go out to all of the 

generous and giving patrons and 

citizens of SA who so generously 

donated on the evening. 

A special thank you to all of the 

collectors, coordinators and the 2 

Kevin�s � Kevin Eckermann and Kevin 

�Billy� Boyle � who organized the event. 

Proceeds from Shake The Bootfi, along 

with a significant donation of over 

$50,000 from foundation member�s 

contributions, will be donated to the 

Newland Ward of the W&C Hospital.  

The money will go towards completing 

renovations of the Newland Ward, which 

incorporates the Pediatric Burns Service 

of SA. 

I would like to give a special thank you 

to all of the members of the Foundation 

committee of management and to all of 

those people who have so generously 

volunteered their time to help the 

Foundation. 

The Foundation is on a membership 

drive, so if you are not a member and 

would like to become one, please see 

the information below. 

If anyone would like to be more 

involved in Foundation activities or 

maybe join the committee, please 

contact Billy Boyle on 0410 641 879. 

I look forward to seeing you all at next 

years Ball at the Convention Centre, 

tickets will sell out fast, so be sure to 

get your tickets early. 

Kind Regards, 

Greg Crossman 

APFF President 

P.S. Don�t forget to visit our webpage 

to keep up to date with what the 

Foundation is doing www.apff.org.au 
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�Hi, my name is Cecilia Low (B 

Shift HQ) and I am the new 

Membership Officer for the 

APFF.  The APFF is currently 

having a membership drive to try 

and boost membership.  We 

have discovered that many 

people think they are a member 

of the APFF, but they are not � 

they often get confused with the 

Fire Service Fund.  To see if you 

are a financial member of the 

APFF, please check your payslip 

� it should have a deduction to 

�F/F Found�.   

If it doesn�t, please go to the 

website www.apff.org.au, 

download a membership form 

and fax it back (details on form).  

Otherwise please contact me via 

email or phone and I am happy 

to answer any of your questions.  

For only $2 per pay (tax 

deductible) it is a really cheap 

and easy way to support the 

community and your fellow 

firefighters. 

The APFF supports the Newland 

Ward and the Women�s and 

Children�s Hospital, assists the 

running of �Camp Smokey� for 

child burns survivors, provides 

assistance to MFS staff and their 

families in need, and much more. 

Please strongly consider 

becoming a member, the 

majority of people are, but we 

would love to have the support of 

all MFS staff. 

Cheers, 

Cec Low 0422 846 693 
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The APFF would like to welcome 

the SANTOS Cooper Basin 

Emergency Services personnel 

to the Australian Professional 

Firefighters Foundation! 

The SANTOS Cooper Basin 

Emergency Services provides 

emergency services related 

coverage for SANTOS’ Eastern 

Australian oil and has producing 

operations throughout the 

Cooper/Eromanga Basins which 

stretches across a large area of 

the outback in North East South 

Australia and South West 

Queensland (SWQ). 

The Emergency Services 

Department has 6 (per shift) full 

time Emergency Services 

Officers (ESO) based in 

Moomba, 1 full time ESO in 

Ballera (SWQ) and 1 fulltime 

ESO in Jackson (SWQ).  These 

resources are supported by 

auxiliary advanced firefighters (in 

SA) and emergency responders 

(in SWQ) from the general 

workforce when required.  They 

also work very closely with the 

Royal Flying Doctors Service 

with a dedicated medical centre 

and fulltime RFDS nurses in 

Moomba and Ballera.  The 

fulltime ESOs work on a 2 on 2 

off fly in fly out roster. 

Services provided by the 

department include the following: 

o Fire and Rescue response to 

all emergencies including 

confined space rescue, rescue 

from heights and aerodrome 

fire and rescue 

o Training and Assessment in 

firefighting confined space 

entry, portable gas detection, 

emergency response and 

incident management 

o Facilitation of emergency 

exercises 

o Service and inspection of all 

emergency equipment e.g. fire 

extinguishers, hoses, pumps, 

hydrants, monitors, fire 

detection and suppression 

systems, portable and fixed 

gas detection equipment, 

CABA and SCBA etc 

o Risk assessing and rescue 

planning for confined space 

entry and other hazardous 

operations 

o Assist with medical retrievals 

by road or air (helicopter) from 

remote sites 

o Development, review and 

custodianship of emergency 

response plans and SOPs 

o Maintenance of own skills and 

competencies 

In Moomba, the department 

maintains and operates three 

emergency response vehicles, 

including a Command Vehicle, 

First Attack Fire Appliance and a 

Sky Jet Appliance. 

In Ballera, there is a second First 

Attack appliance and a dedicated 

road crash rescue vehicle. 
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� Thank you to David Pritchard 

(Cooper Basin Team Leader 

Emergency Services) for the 

information for this article and for 

the photo below. 

 

During Easter this year, a 2 year old boy from Tasmania (Bevan) 

had been admitted to the Women’s and Children’s Hospital for a 

cochlear implant. 

On Easter Sunday, Bevan was visited by some firefighters from 

the MFS and given an Easter egg and Deefa the Dog.  His mum 

emailed the MFS to say that he had fallen in love with Deefa and 

drags him around everywhere (see picture on the left!). 

Bevan had to come to the Women’s and Children’s Hospital again 

in November and he was lucky enough to be visited by a crew 

from the MFS and Deefa the Dog (see picture on the right).  

Bevan really understood that the big DEEFA dog was the same 

as his little dog; he just kept looking from one to the other and 

pointing at their boots being the same. 

His parents would like to thank the MFS for organizing everything 

and also for the added surprise of purchasing a fire truck as a 

present for Bevan. 
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