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Greg Crossman 

President  

Australian Professional Firefighters Foundation (MFS RFFS Transfield) 

Dear Members and Friends, 

2009 has been another busy year for 

the foundation, this, the tenth year.  

The annual charity ball was an 

outstanding success with the event 

becoming a highlight in the emergency 

services calendar. 

This year saw the devastating 

bushfires of Victoria and once again 

the fire fighting fraternity through the 

APFF was there to help our 

neighbours.  The foundation in 

conjunction with Mix102.3 ran a mini 

“Shake the Boot’ for the Victorian Fires 

and raised in excess of $200,000.  Port 

Pirie firefighter Pat Hill donated his 

mobile home to be used as a 

temporary home for a CFA firefighter 

and their family.  The APFF is grateful 

to Pat and his family and is proud of 

Pat’s generosity and kindness. 

Membership is going to be a priority in 

the coming months, so if you are not a 

member and wish to join, go to our 

webpage and download the 

membership forms.  Consider 

becoming a special ball member – see 

the website for details or contact Billy 
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Boyle on 0410 641 879. 

It seems like every week we hear of a 

friend or colleague being challenged by 

a health scare.  The issue of men’s and 

women’s health is going to be a focus of 

the foundation from now onwards.  
Lifestyle issues, health checks and 

healthy living will become features in the 

foundation’s newsletters and there will 

be regular articles concerning a range of 

interesting health issues.  Mick Morgan 

(MFS) will be working with the 

foundation on progressing health issues 

and education for firefighters. 

The 2009 Shake the Boot is coming up 

fast.  All the monies raised from Shake 

the Boot in the metropolitan area will be 

going towards upgrading the Pan Room 

of the Newland Ward of the Women’s 

and Children’s Hospital.  $150,000 is 

needed, so Shake that Boot!! 

Congratulations to the SA contingent 

that travelled to Canada for the World 

Police and Firefighters Games.  The 

APFF was modeled on the Canada 

Firefighters Foundation.  When Greg 

Howard (MFS) brought the concept 

back with him from an exchange, and 

then with continued support from 

MFS Chief Officer Grant Lupton , the 

foundation was destined to be 

successful.  We have a long way to 

go before we reach the size of our 

Canadian colleagues, but with 

membership growth and members 

contributing ideas and enthusiasm, 

we will continue to grow and help 

more people. 

We will continue to build strong 

relationships with retired members of 

the fire service and work closely with 

retired firefighters to give them the 

opportunity to help out with 

foundation activities. 

If you have any ideas for fundraising 

or would like to become more 

involved in the foundation, you are 

welcome to come along to our 

committee meetings or contact either 

myself or Billy Boyle. 

Thanks for your continued support 

and remember that “firies are making 

a difference.” 

Kind regards 
Greg Crossman 
APFF President 
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The ball organizing committee APFF 

would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all of the people who attended 

the very successful 2009 Fire-

Fighters Charity Ball. This year 113 

members of SAMFS and SAFECOM 

committed themselves to paying 

$11.00 per fortnight as special ball 

members.  The sale of 226 tickets 

placed the committee in a very 

favorable position in the preparation 

for the 2009 charity ball. 

As you may be aware, the 10th 

anniversary ball held on Saturday 

May 30th was a huge success, and all 

the people involved were extremely 

pleased with the smooth running of 

the night.  The committee are pleased 

to announce that the 2009 Charity 

Ball raised approximately $40,000 – a 

truly magnificent result! 

Due to the increasing costs of staging 

such an event, there is a requirement 

to increase the price of tickets for the 

2010 ball to $130 (still very 

reasonably priced).  This will mean an 

increase for ball members to $12 per 
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Crews of Fire-fighters, members 

of the APFF, nurses and friends 

will be hitting Adelaide and 

Regional centres on the 13th of 

November 2009 encouraging 

South Australian’s to lighten their 

pockets and purses of loose 

change by placing it in a fire-

fighters boot. 

All money raised in the Adelaide 

area will go to the Newland Ward 

(Burns Unit) of the Women’s and 

Children’s Hospital.  Money 

raised in regional areas will stay 

within the community, with all 

donations being directed to local 

charities. 
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fortnight, which equates to an 

extra 50 cents per week.  This 

will ensure your reservation for 

the 2010 ball, which will be held 

on the 22nd of May at the 

Adelaide Convention Centre.   

When the concept of a special 

ball membership was initiated, 

the purpose was to assist fire-

fighters to attend what has now 

become a major function on the 

social calendar.  It has enabled 

the event to grow at a steady 

rate, and at the 2009 ball, 800 

people were in attendance.  This 

is a figure that several years ago 

would not have been 

contemplated and the committee 

now feels that this number 

should be the benchmark and 

hence it has been decided to 

limit the number of attendees to 

800 for future balls.  We also 

believe that the balance of 

people attending i.e. fire-fighters 

and friends, nurses and 

corporate sponsors has reached 

an appropriate level.  The special 

ball membership has been 

pivotal in the success of the 

annual ball; please check the 

status of your membership on 

your first payslip in the new 

financial year.   

New members are more than 

welcome and arrangements 

must be made via the pay office. 

Tickets for the 11th Annual 

Charity Ball should be available 

for purchase to non special ball 

members in late January 2010, 

followed by sales to the general 

public at the end of February 

2010.  The APFF are extremely 

lucky to have the services of the 

Fire Service Credit Union 

(FSCU) for the selling and 

distribution of ball tickets.  The 

staff’s co-operation is a vital cog 

in what is now a well oiled 

machine. 

Kevin Billy Boyle  

On Behalf of APFF Committee 

 

  

APFF committee member Kevin 

Boyle said ‘This is the ninth year 

that fire-fighters and supporters 

have conducted ‘Shake the 

Boot’… Each year we are 

amazed at how generous the 

people of Adelaide and the 

regional centres are. Last year 

the event collected over $40,000 

and every cent went to charity.’ 

Collection teams of Firies from 

MFS, Transfield and the 

Adelaide Airport, joined by 

nurses and friends from the 

Women’s and Children’s Hospital 

and local identities, will be 

visiting Pubs and Clubs and 

Shaking the Boot for charity. 

The APFF will be holding a 

breakfast booth outside HQ on 

pageant morning (Nov 14th).  Any 

help would be appreciated. 

Please contact Greg Crossman if 

you can help. 
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Each year the MFS stand at the 

Royal Adelaide Show has a boot 

from the APFF sitting on the 

desk to collect any donations 

that the public may wish to 

make.  In previous years, the 

most that has been collected has 

been a couple of hundred 

dollars. 

This year, rather than collecting 

money for the videos taken by 

MFS staff at the Show, it was 

decided to ask for a gold coin 

donation to the APFF.  A gold 

coin donation was also asked for 

if a member of the public wanted 

a red fire helmet. 

The public was extremely 

generous with many $5, $10 and 

$20 notes donated along with 

lots and lots of coins! 

Three boots ended up having to 

be used as they became too 

heavy to move! 

The total collected from the show 

was a massive $2342.60, which 

is a great start to this year’s 

Shake the Boot!! 

Tom Hoey 
Community Education  
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The story below is an extract 

from the Northern Argus News 

on April 1st 2009. 

The APFF and Metropolitan Fire 

Service (MFS) would like to 

thank all of its members, friends 

and families and the South 

Australian public who helped to 

raise $200,000 for the Victorian 

community. 

On the Friday following the 

devastating Victorian bushfires, 

dozens of APFF members and 

MFS, Air Services Australia and 

Transfield fire-fighters joined 

volunteers across Adelaide and 

regional South Australia in 

collecting money for the victims 

of this tragic incident, in a special 

‘Shake the Boot’ event. 

The event was coordinated in 

only three days and the 

assistance that was offered was 

simply amazing. 

The appeal was started with a 

very generous donation of 

$5,000 from Scania Australia.  

Approximately half of the 

$200,000 collected during the 

‘Shake the Boot’ event was 

raised in Adelaide and the other 

half, in regional South Australia.  

The response from regional 

areas was tremendous when 

considering the tough economic 

times due to drought and the 

current global financial position. 

All of the funds raised during 

‘Shake the Boot’ were forwarded 

to the Australian Red Cross 

Victorian Bushfire Appeal 2009, 

on Thursday March 12, at MFS 

HQ station.  The representative 

from Red Cross was extremely 

impressed by the result of the 

‘Shake the Boot’ campaign.  He 

informed the APFF committee 

that the $200,000 was the 

largest single donation in South 

Australia, apart from the State 

Government. 

Kevin Billy Boyle 
On Behalf of the APFF 
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�I was a member of a four person 

Peer Support Team that was 

sent to the Victorian Bushfire 

area of Lilydale.  We were asked 

to concentrate mainly on 

Kinglake who were considered to 

be in a more fragile state at that 

time. 

The involvement of our Peer 

Group seemed very positive with 

a genuine acceptance that we 

South Aussies (or Mexicans as 

they called us) had made the 

effort to come and help. 

During our visits to Kinglake 

there were enquiries on several 

occasions asking whether we 

could give them our T-Shirts.  Of 

course, we couldn’t do that as 

we needed to wear them on 

duty.  However, these people 

and their experiences really 

moved us and we made a 

promise to try and get them 

some SAMFS T-Shirts to give 

them. 

We needed 40 T-Shirts to fulfill 

our promise to Kinglake, so 

when we returned management 

gave us the approval to proceed 

and the APFF provided the 

funding. 

Extra T-Shirts were made and 

these are available for $20 each 

by ringing Billy Boyle on 0410 

641 879 or JC on 0419 845 783. 

All proceeds of the sales of these 

shirts will go to the APFF 

Victorian Bushfire Charity 

Appeal. 

John Collins 

On behalf of the APFF 
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The Australian Professional Fire-

fighters Foundation is dedicated 

to burn prevention as well as 

survivor support and recovery 

programs in all States of 

Australia.  

The organisation is committed to 

becoming more actively involved 

with its local communities, in 

particular the children's burns 

unit. It will provide financial 

assistance for the purchase of 

equipment and assist in the 

operation of a children's burn 

survivor camp called “Camp 

Smokey”.  

The Foundation is also 

committed to improving and 

  

  

maintaining the internal network 

and welfare of Professional Fire-

fighters and their families. 

The APFF is an organisation 

unique to Australia, which began 

in South Australia and is 

expanding, now also having a 

branch in Queensland.  

It is an organisation belonging 

solely to the member fire fighters 

and their families.  

Its main purpose is fundraising 

for charity, offering assistance 

(both financially and other) to fire 

victims, especially children, and 

those in immediate need.  
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The APFF is looking to boost its 

membership.  The APFF is 

responsible for: 

o Raising funds for the 

Newland Ward at the 

Women’s and Children’s 

Hospital 

o Organising the ‘Shake the 

Boot’ fundraiser 

o Organising the ‘Fire-fighters 

Charity Ball’ 

o Assisting with the running of 

‘Camp Smokey’ for child 

burns survivors 

o Assisting victims of fires 

and burns 

o Assisting fire-fighters and 

their families in need 

o Many other important 

activities 

You can help by 

o Donating $2 from your 

fortnightly pay (tax 

deductible) 

OR 

o Donating $12 from your 

fortnightly pay (tax 

deductible) and receiving 2 

tickets to the annual charity 

ball. 

You may think you’re a member 

and you’re not! Check your 

payslip!  It should have a 

donation to ‘F/F Fund’ 

If you are not a member and are 

interested, please contact Kevin 

‘Billy’ Boyle on 0410 641 879 

20 Chancery Lane 
Adelaide, SA, 5000 

 
PHONE: 

0408 081 332 
 

E-MAIL: 
apff@internode.on.

net 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.apff.org.au 

October 12 2009    November 15 2009 

Committee Meeting APFF  Shake the Boot at Langmeil Winery 

HQ Third Floor 1830hours   November 22 2009  

November 13 2009    BBQ Booth at HQ for Open Day   

Shake the Boot     May 22 2010   

     Annual Charity Ball   
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